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XXII. YERUSHALMI MEGILLAH 3:3 


THEY SELL A SYNAGOGUE ONLY WITH THE STIPULATION THAT IF THEY WANT, THEY 


MAY TAKE IT BACK, “‘THE WORDS OF R. MER. AND SAGES SAY, ““THEY SELL 
IT FOR ALL TIME, EXCEPT FOR [USE FOR] FOUR PURPOSES: A BATHHOUSE, A 
TANNERY, AN IMMERSION POOL, OR A URINAL.” R. JUDAH SAYS, ““THEY SELL 
IT AS A COURTYARD, AND AS TO THE PURCHASER — WHATEVER HE WANTS, HE 
DOES WITH IT.” 


1:1: Said R. Yohanan, “We do not know how to interpret this law. If it 
is in accord with R. Meir, then they may sell a synagogue only with a 
stipulation, [and that applies even to a sale from one community to 
another community]. [Then at M. 3:2A, why should the rule specify a 
sale from the community to an individual, since a synagogue may not 
be sold even by one community to another community? If the 
consideration is as specified at M. 3:2A, moreover, that we not reduce 
the sanctity of the synagogue, then why is there a reduction in sanctity 
if one community buys the synagogue from another one?] “If the law 
accords with rabbis, then they may sell it for all time, except for the 
four specified purposes. [Now what difference does that make vis-a-vis 
M. 3:2C?]’” R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan: “One must interpret 
[M. 3:2 to speak about] a scroll of the Torah. [At M. 3:2 we do not 
speak of the sale of a synagogue at all.]” 


AND FURTHER DID R. JUDAH STATE, ‘ʻA SYNAGOGUE WHICH WAS DESTROYED — 


THEY DO NOT CARRY OUT A LAMENTATION FOR THE DEAD IN IT. AND THEY DO 
NOT TWIST ROPES IN IT, AND THEY DO NOT SPREAD OUT NETS [ro DRY] IN IT, 
AND THEY DO NOT SPREAD OUT PRODUCE TO DRY ON ITS ROOF: 


II:1: That which you have said [at M. 3:3E-L] applies to a synagogue 
belonging to an individual [which was destroyed]. But as to a 
synagogue belonging to the community, even if it is built [and not 
destroyed] it is forbidden to do these things. 


“AND THEY DO NOT MAKE IT INTO A PUBLIC SHORTCUT. FOR IT IS WRITTEN, ‘I 


WILL BRING YOUR SANCTUARIES TO DESOLATION’ (Lev. 26:31) — THEY 
REMAIN SANCTIFIED EVEN WHEN THEY ARE DESOLATED. IF GRASS GREW UP IN 
IT, ONE SHOULD NOT CUT IT, BECAUSE OF GRIEF.” 


III:1: [With reference to M. 3:3/I,] Samuel said, “If one entered a 
synagogue not in order to use it as a shortcut, it is permitted to use it as 
a shortcut.” 


